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January 20, 2012

Hon. lody Carr

Minister of Education& Early Childhood Development
Place 2000, 250 King Street

P.O. Box 6000

Fredericton, NB E3B 5H1

RE: Questions from District Educotion Council concerning the restructuring of Districts, DE"C’S’;&
Subdistricts o

Dear Minister Carr,

At the District Education Council public meeting for School District 2 on January 17, 2012, the le;,cﬁai;i'r;cﬁ?f
a broad discussion of the proposed changes to the organization and governance of school distric 'S;

As we understand these changes in the next election there will be 6 DEC members elected, one fromea
sub-district. In addition to these individuals there will be 6 members from PSSC’s who wilt sit on the ne
DEC. Finally as the boundaries indicate, there will be a First Nations representative, a student '
representative, and lor 2 persons appointed by the Minister. This makes for a new council of 15 - 16"

people, an increase of 3-4 people.
From this discussion, we wish to pose the following questions:

1. How will the 2 people be appointed to councils that are based on pre-determined mmpetemfi-iéﬁ*s,__ L
Will this be a Minister appointment and who will decide what competencies are needed on sach
Councii? What will e the duration of their appointment? Can the appointees be elected to the
Chair position? o

2. As PSSCmembers are elected in individual schools on a vearly basis, will the PSSC members be -
appointed for 3 four year term? How will they be appointed? Can they stilt be considered ?SSC i
member i their child leaves the school they wers elected in? i

3. Wil the PSSC membaers join the coundl in September or October following PSSC elections in thé S

schools? How will this work for training/orientation etc. when the District Education Ceanzs%% %

glections are in May and the counddl beging work in July?

Can a PSSC member be slected Chalr?

Will the Chair of the local DET still be a locally elected gosition? :

How wilf the PSSC members who will be appointed o represent many schools be able to feel that .
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they know the concerns of individua! schools? What process will be in glace for thig?
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Will the new paymaents bel made o Councll membaers be a stipend or an expense of taxable
income? As the Subdistrict boundaries now are gquite extensive, will mileage be paid o DEC
members in addition to the suggested 53,000 for each member?

Are the pavments being made to Councll coming from “new money” that will be added to budget
lines? Based on 15 DEC members and one Chair {$3,000 x 15 members + 56,000 x 1 chair =
SHLm

Why was 3 more concerted effort not made to level out the student enrolments of districts? The
funding formulas and Ineguities have been issues and will this new mode! prevent this from
continuing to be an ksue?

. How was the number of DEC members decidad for each district? It appears that the Anglovhone

Fast district should have 7 members with 18000 students and not have just 6 as the Anglophone
soreh district has with only 7,700 students.

What is the cost of the Iimplementation of these changes? Has this been caloulated as part of the
sEVIngs?

We are zleg concerned about the very quick changes that are geing to be made to the Education Act
through legislation, These are sweeping changes that are impacting the lives of many students, families
and stafl. 1t seems that meking these significant changes to governance and structure would take more
than three months to mplement and this does not seery like 2 reasonablie or responsible thne fine for

change.

in closing, we as the current members of District Edueation Councll for Disteict 2 understand the pressurss
and the nosition that the Province is currently in, and that changes to afl Departments are required to help

aur financisl situstion for the futwre of our Provings,

We respectfully reguest s timely response to our guestions

Sincegely,
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sanry Dovie/
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Hon, Bavid Alward, Premisr

Hows, Marie-Clauds Blake, MLA Moncion North
Mon. Bruce Fiich, BMLA Riverview

lohn Betis, MLA Moncton Crescent

Hon, Sue Stolnz, MLA Moncion West

Wayne Steaves, MLA Albert

Hon, Cawde Willlams, Kent South

Sherry Wilson, BLA Petiicodise
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